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.03-3 Water Quality Criteria Specific to Designated Uses. 

A.—B. (text unchanged) 

C. Criteria for Use II Waters—Support of Estuarine and Marine Aquatic Life and 

Shellfish Harvesting.  

(1)—(7) (text unchanged) 

(8) Dissolved Oxygen Criteria for Use II Waters.  

(a)—(d) (text unchanged) 

(e) Seasonal Deep-Water Fish and Shellfish Subcategory. The dissolved oxygen 

concentrations in areas designated as seasonal deep-water fish and shellfish subcategory 

shall be:  

(i)—(vi) (text unchanged) 

[(vii) For the dissolved oxygen criteria restoration variance for Lower Chester 

River Mesohaline (CHSMH) seasonal deep-channel refuge subcategory, not lower for 

dissolved oxygen in segment CHSMH than the stated criteria for the seasonal deep-

channel refuge use for more than 14 percent spatially and temporally (in combination), 

from June 1 to September 30.] 

(f) Seasonal Deep-Channel Refuge Subcategory. The dissolved oxygen 

concentrations in areas designated as deep-channel seasonal refuge use shall be:  

(i) Greater than or equal to 1.0 milligrams/liter as an instantaneous minimum 

from June 1 through September 30 except for Chesapeake Bay segments subject to 

variances;  

(ii) For dissolved oxygen criteria restoration variance for Chesapeake Bay 

Mainstem Segment 4 mesohaline (CB4MH) deep-channel refuge subcategory, not lower 

for dissolved oxygen in segment CB4MH than the stated criteria for the seasonal deep-

channel refuge for more than 2 percent spatially or temporally (in combination), from 

June 1 to September 30; [and] 

(iii) For the dissolved oxygen criteria restoration variance for Lower Chester 

River Mesohaline (CHSMH) seasonal deep-channel refuge subcategory, not lower for 

dissolved oxygen in segment CHSMH than the stated criteria for the seasonal deep-



channel refuge use for more than 16 percent spatially and temporally (in combination), 

from June 1 to September 30; 

(iv) For the dissolved oxygen criteria restoration variance for Eastern Bay 

Mesohaline (EASMH) seasonal deep-channel refuge subcategory, not lower for dissolved 

oxygen in segment EASMH than the stated criteria for the seasonal deep-channel refuge 

use for more than 2 percent spatially and temporally (in combination), from June 1 to 

September 30; and  

[(iii)] (v) The same as for the open-water fish and shellfish subcategory from 

October 1 to May 31.  

(g)—(h) (text unchanged) 

(9)—(11) (text unchanged) 

C-1.—H. (text unchanged) 


